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Unwind aboard a superbly equipped narrowboat to
enjoy the widest choice of routes in the UK from 

one of our 7 bases:
Alvechurch - Worcestershire

Anderton - Cheshire

Falkirk - Scotland

Gayton - Northamptonshire

Hilperton - Wiltshire, near Bath

Packet Boat - London

Wrenbury Mill - Welsh Borders

120 boats from 2 to 12 berth. For a short break, 
a week or more – it’s the perfect way to relax.

Heart of England Excellence in Tourism Awards ~ 
Hire Craft Operator of the Year 2003

0121 445 2909  www.alvechurch.com

Quality narrowboats 
for hire, ideally 

situated to cruise the
Llangollen, Cheshire Ring,

Four Counties, Chester, 
Caldon and Shropshire 

Union canals.

To book your holiday with Andersen Boats just phone: 01606 833668
Write to: Andersen Boats, Whych House Lane, 

Middlewich, Cheshire CW10 9BQ
Email: info@andersenboats.com
Web: www.andersenboats.com

Narrowboat
Holidays
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Family run business for over 30 years
❖ Hire boats – 2 to 8 berth – good central location ❖
❖ Covered dry dock ❖ All boatyard facilities & services ❖
❖ Fully-stocked chandlery – personal callers or on-line ❖

TEL:  01283 542718   FAX:  01283 545369
email: boats@jannel.co.uk   website: www.jannel.co.uk

For all your boating needs – And more!

JANNEL CRUISERS Shobnall Marina, Shobnall Road
Burton upon Trent, Staffs DE14 2AU

Guildford Boat House
Millbrook, Guildford

01483 504494
www.guildfordboats.co.uk

Farncombe Boat House
Catteshall Lock, Godalming

01483 421306
www.farncombeboats.co.uk

Comfortable 2-12 berth boats for 3 & 4 nights holidays or longer and day boats
cruising National Trust River Wey and River Thames

Relax, 
slow down
Take a break with Kate Boats

Narrowboat cruising holidays

in the Heart of England

Kate Boats Warwick Limited, The Boatyard, Nelson Lane,
Warwick, Warwickshire, CV34 5JB.
T: (01926) 492968
F: (01926) 419314
W:  www.kateboats.co.uk
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The APCO Guide to Inland Waterway Boating Holidays

Welcome to the APCO Guide to Inland Waterway Boating Holidays.
Your introduction to the holidays, boats and services provided by

members of the Association of Pleasure Craft Operators. For the last
50 years APCO companies have been successfully pleasing our

customers by providing relaxing and fun-filled holidays and short
cruises on our rivers and canals.

Hence we are taking the opportunity to celebrate our Golden Jubilee
by describing some of the history of the Association and giving you a

taste of the heritage of pleasure boating on our inland waterways.

Boating can be an all-round activity and our Association offers all the
types of holiday that people have come to expect – short breaks,

shared ownership, time-share, self-catering or hotel standard service.

Included in the huge choice of boats available on Britain’s waterways
are a vast range of self-drive narrowboats and river cruisers. For those
who prefer a skipper and crew there are hotel boats on which - just

as in a hotel - everything is done for you. If visiting a waterway is only
part of your holiday, or just a day out, there are self-drive day-boats or

passenger trip and restaurant boats.

The APCO members listing pages towards the back of this booklet
describe hire boat operators based on the canals and rivers of

England, Wales and Scotland, hotel and passenger boat operators and
companies offering specialist services relating to pleasure boating. 
To find out more about boating holidays or spending a day out on
Britain’s inland waterways contact any APCO member by phone, 

e-mail or their website. Or visit our website –

www.britishmarine.co.uk/apco

INTRODUCTION
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50 years is a major milestone in the history
of any organisation. But for the Association
of Pleasure Craft Operators it covers
virtually the whole period of the
regeneration of our main river and canal
network after World War II and its
transformation from an artery of industry
to a national leisure amenity. 

During this time APCO has done much
to influence navigation authorities and
Government in legislating for the future of
the waterways and the promotion of their
use for pleasure cruising and especially
boating holidays.

The Association has created a strong
bond between boat operators, service
providers and their customers, ensuring
that holidaymakers and boat owners enjoy
high standards in both boats and waterside
facilities.

I have been fortunate to be involved in
pleasure boating on the waterways all my
life, succeeding my father in running one
of the pioneer holiday hire companies,
which was also one of the earliest APCO
members. As a past secretary and chairman
of the Association I have been able to work
for and follow closely the expansion of the
waterway industry. 

Later, as Chairman of the Government’s
advisory body, the Inland Waterways
Amenity Advisory Council, I was able to
finally see inland boating officially accepted
as a national leisure pursuit and a major
contributor to British tourism, and to see
the influence of APCO recognised in this
field.

I am also pleased to acknowledge that
this anniversary booklet is being produced
by Waterway Images, the publication
company of Harry Arnold, who was APCO’s
first professional secretary and worked with
me during my first chairmanship of the
Association.

A Golden Jubilee may be seen as
celebrating the past achievements of an
association but it also marks the
determination of APCO to continue to
represent the industry in providing the best
for their customers in waterway holidays
and services.

David Wain OBE
APCO President

A WELCOME FROM THE APCO PRESIDENT

C
H

ES
T

ER
 C

H
R

O
N

IC
LE



7

The Association of Pleasure Craft
Operators (APCO)
APCO is a group association within the
British Marine Federation representing
companies operating high quality craft on
Britain’s inland waterways. Craft range
from Hire Boats to Passenger/Restaurant,
Shared Ownership, Hotel and Day Boats. In
addition our members build and refit boats,
and offer a full range of maintenance
services, sell fuel, gas and chandlery and
provide safe and secure moorings. The
membership also includes other activities
such as surveyors, marine consultants,
insurers, photographers and computer
software experts. 

For 50 years the Association has
represented its members in working for the
benefit of holiday-makers and boat owners
in campaigning for better facilities and
standards on inland waterways. It has itself
established new facilities – such as the
toilet pump-out network – by co-operation
between member companies.

APCO represents the inland waterway
industry by consulting with navigation
authorities, government departments and
other official bodies on the many
regulations – both national and European –
that affect the safety, environment and use
of rivers and canals. Customers can
therefore be confident that companies are
aware of the latest legislation.

The Association is also actively involved
in marketing waterway holidays and
services. In conjunction with its parent
body, the BMF, it provides information, via
publications, its website and through
meeting the public at boat shows.

The British Marine Federation (BMF)
The British Marine Federation (BMF) is the
trade association for the UK's boating
industry. Its primary role is to represent and
promote the industry both within the UK
and overseas.

It has 1500 members, which are
companies drawn from a wide cross section
of the UK boating industry - from boat
builders to marina operators, hire boat
operators to specialist equipment and
clothing manufacturers. 

The Federation works to encourage
more people to get out on the water and
enjoy boating. It promotes safety on the
water and careers in the industry and helps
people to become more environmentally
conscious of the seascape, the shoreline
and our rivers and canals. 

The BMF, through its subsidiary National
Boat Shows, runs the two leading boating
exhibitions: the Schroders London
International Boat Show in association with
The Daily Telegraph and the Southampton
Boat Show in association with The Daily
Telegraph. 

These annual exhibitions are an
exciting way to find out more about
boating; try-a-boat and participate-in
features which enable you and your family
to learn more about boating. With over
600 exhibitors they are a must see for all
the family. 

To find out more about our events,
careers and jobs in the industry, our weekly
radio programme Making Waves – or free
downloadable publications with stacks of
information – then log on to
www.britishmarine.co.uk now!

ABOUT APCO AND BMF
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There are over 3,500 miles of canals, rivers
and lakes in England, Scotland and Wales
that are navigable by holiday hire craft - the
survivors of a vast network of navigations
constructed as the transport arteries of the
industrial revolution.

There is no better way of exploring
Britain's countryside than travelling by boat.
Contrary to a once popular belief, rivers and
canals are not dirty and polluted and very
few miles of them pass through urban
areas. The majority wend their way through
peaceful and often spectacular scenery,
away from the noise of roads and the rush
of 21st century life.

With so many miles of waterway to
cruise - at an average speed of 4 miles per
hour - the choice is endless. The canal and
river system criss-crosses the centre of
England, covering the Midlands counties
with a maze of waterways and extending
northwards and westwards to Merseyside,
Lancashire, Yorkshire and into Wales. Or
head south to Oxford or London and
explore the Royal River Thames along its

route from the capital to Lechlade.
Scotland’s waterways include the
spectacular Caledonian Canal, cutting
through the highlands of the Great Glen
and linking together Loch Ness, Loch Oich
and Loch Lochy. 

Unlike rivers, canals do not stick to the
valleys, but climb over hills using flights of
locks or burrow through in long, cool
tunnels. Cross the mighty Pennines on the
Leeds & Liverpool and Rochdale canals or
experience the stunning scenery and
spectacular tunnels of the Huddersfield
Narrow Canal. High embankments and
aqueducts carry canals across the valleys -
to look down from a boat on Telford's 120
feet high Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, carrying
the Llangollen Canal over the Dee valley, is
an unforgettable experience.

Nowhere will you live closer to wildlife
than on our waterways. In spring and
summer wild flowers paint the banks in a
blaze of colour. The busy mallard, stately
swan, silent heron and even the secretive
kingfisher are among your nearest

INLAND WATERWAYS - WHERE CAN WE GO BOATING?

Cruising through Scotland’s Great Glen on the Caledonian Canal.
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neighbours. Remember to take your
camera!

But a waterway holiday is not just
boating. Many attractions are next to rivers
and canals, from a tiny village church or mill
that features in the Domesday Book to
great cathedrals, castles and stately homes
such as Lincoln, Windsor and Shugborough

Hall. Study the colourful history of our
waterways at the national museums in
Gloucester and Ellesmere Port. Walk the
Moorlands of Yorkshire and Staffordshire,
the battlefield at Bosworth or the Brecon
Beacons. Visit historic centres such as
Chester, Bath and Oxford or - if you prefer
the big city life - you can moor opposite
Birmingham's International Convention
Centre, by London Zoo, or in Manchester's
Castlefield complex.

These are just some suggestions. Look at
the map overleaf and you will see there are
many other variations. For those who like to
plan in detail contact APCO about where to
obtain further waterway maps and guides.

Your boat is a floating holiday home –
look forward to relaxing, enjoying exploring
the inland waterways and visiting some of
Britain’s most famous waterside places and
its best kept secrets!

INLAND WATERWAYS - WHERE CAN WE GO BOATING?

Passing one of England’s great cathedrals at Worcester on the River Severn.

Entering the River Avon at Shakespeare’s
birthplace of Stratford upon Avon.
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A holiday aboard a self-drive boat gives you
total freedom of choice in canal and river
cruising. The freedom to boat along some
of Britain’s finest waterways: the choice of
cruising from misty dawns to spectacular
sunsets, to visit market towns, glide
through the heart of busy cities or to just
linger leisurely in remote and rural places
aboard your self-contained floating holiday
home. 

Boating is fun what ever your age.
Relax, sunbathe as the countryside slides by
– or there is lots to do for all the crew.
Children take to canal boating immediately
and quickly learn the few essential safety
rules. Your hire boat company will also
provide buoyancy aids.  Tunnels, aqueducts
and locks add to the adventure. Locks are
easy to operate and great places to meet
and chat with other boaters. And it is a
holiday where you can easily take a pet -
dogs in particular love boating and
towpath walking!

Operating a boat is simple – a single
lever gives both forward and reverse.
Engines are reliable and you will be given
all the necessary instructions, along with
tuition on handling the boat, steering and
how to work locks.  

There are a variety of self-drive boats
from which to make your holiday selection
– from a small family cruiser up to a large
12-berth boat suitable for the extended
family, groups of friends or school parties.
Boats are offered for hire by the week or as
short-breaks and often all year round.
Canals are a magical place to spot the first
spring flowers or surrounded by autumn
colours, and a warm, comfortable boat
makes for a cosy Christmas afloat.  All this
can also be enjoyed as part of a timeshare
holiday scheme, or aboard your ‘own’
shared-ownership boat. 

Because the 18th century engineers built
the waterways to varying 'gauges' most
boats fall into two distinct types:

SELF-DRIVE BOATING HOLIDAYS

A modern self-drive holiday boat gives you the freedom of the waterways.
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narrowboats - under 7ft (2.13m) wide,
capable of negotiating the locks of the
narrow canal system and the rest of the
inland waterway network - and wide-beam
cruisers (over 2.13m) generally only
available on rivers and the larger canals
such as the Caledonian in Scotland.

Whatever their size holiday craft do not
differ in general style - the object being to
provide you with a comfortable and safe
boat to live aboard.  Modern boats are
built to high standards, fully insulated and
incorporate central heating systems,
constant hot and cold running water,
showers and flush toilets.  Fleets are
continually overhauled and equipment
updated, with new boats being built all the
time. The great choice of holiday boat
accommodation available from APCO
operators is all priced at very competitive
rates.

Your well-appointed holiday boat will
include full-size single and double beds,
ample storage space and accessories such
as TVs and radio/cassette players. The
kitchen is carefully planned with a
refrigerator and household-size gas cooker
along with a full inventory of crockery and
cooking utensils. On more luxurious boats
you will find extras such as microwaves,
hair-dryers, CD players and mobile phone
sockets. Many boats are awarded tourist
board ratings.

As far as eating is concerned you can
live as moderately or as richly as you
choose. Boats are fully equipped to cook
the most lavish meals on board and
shopping for local delicacies in towns and
villages along the way is always fun. But

waterside restaurants and friendly local
pubs abound and you can eat out every
day if you wish.  There need be no ‘galley
slaves’.

With a choice of start days for short
breaks, weeks, or longer holidays, how far
you cruise depends on how much holiday
time you have available.  Remember much
of the central network of waterways is
inter-connected so circular cruises are
possible as well as out-and-return trips.
The choice of locations from which to start
your waterway holiday is enormous, many

SELF-DRIVE BOATING HOLIDAYS

Steering your boat is fun for all the family.
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operators have more than one base and
also offer one-way cruises.  

The route your boating holiday takes will
also depend on how long you wish to
cruise and how much time you wish to
spend sightseeing. For those who like to
plan in detail your chosen APCO holiday
company can supply appropriate waterway
maps and guides in advance.

There is perhaps no comparable
experience to living in comfort aboard a
well-appointed holiday boat right next to
the wildlife of the waterways: Swans,
herons and kingfishers are almost within
reach – fascinating for photographers,
artists and for those who just love the
countryside. History is all around – heritage
craft, wharves, stately houses and fine
grooves worn in bridges by the towing

ropes of horses long passed. 
All the family and friends young and old

will find delight in a boating holiday.
Contact APCO or one of the holiday
companies listed in the following pages to
find out more.

SELF-DRIVE BOATING HOLIDAYS

Moor up and enjoy a meal at a canal-side pub.

Shared ownership and time-share are becoming a popular way to get involved in boating.



Call 0870 238 9724 to request your FREE 2004 brochure today! 
Or look and book online www.blakes.co.uk

Explore,escape,enjoy
with Blakes
With almost 100 years of boating holiday experience, Blakes 
truly are the boating experts. Choose from our fabulous range 
of narrowboat holidays on the UK’s most beautiful canals 
or why not holiday aboard a cruiser or yacht on the 
waterways of Britain, Ireland or France.

The Blakes 2004 brochure is out now and full of inspirational
voyages of discovery, ideal for fun family holidays 
and relaxing short breaks.
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One of the ways to sit back in complete
comfort and enjoy our waterways is to
holiday aboard a hotel boat. As the name
implies, the boats have all the comforts,
service, and full-board accommodation you
would expect in a hotel but contained in a
single, or a pair of, wide or narrow beam
canal boats.

Cruise periods run from short breaks to
a week or more. They generally start and
finish at locations where it is easy to join
the boats from public transport. Individual
companies cover much of the waterway
network during their season, so there is a
wide choice of areas. Indeed, by choosing

from the whole programme provided by
APCO operators, you could cruise virtually
the whole canal and river system by hotel
boat.

Hotel boats offer single, twin and
double cabins – many with full en-suite
facilities. There is a dining room, lounge
and bar and outside seating areas. None
carry more than twelve passengers so there
is a high standard of individual service from
the friendly and knowledgeable crew and a
pleasant and informal atmosphere between
passengers.

Superb cuisine is the order of the day,
with full English breakfasts, snacks, lunch,

HOTEL BOAT HOLIDAYS

A pair of hotel boats cross Chirk Aqueduct on the Llangollen Canal.
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teas and often a four-course dinner. Chefs
are used to looking after those on special
diets. All food is prepared in the on-board
kitchen and often includes such home-
made items as cakes and bread. You can of
course choose to ‘walk-it-off’ along the
towpath or help the crew with the locks -
or simply relax and enjoy the passing
waterway scenes!

Booking is by individual cabin but there
is the opportunity for whole-boat charters
by groups. Some companies run special
interest cruises featuring subjects such as
painting, embroidery and waterway and
industrial history. Excursions to places of
interest just off the waterway are often
organised as part of your holiday, and
cruises are planned to include overnight
moorings at agreeable locations with time
to stroll for the inquisitive.

Hotel boat operators are proud of their
boats as they are in their way the
successors to the pairs of working
narrowboats. Paintwork and decoration is
often traditional, always smart and the
brasswork gleams. Just one of the many
reasons why their passengers return time
after time.

Contact APCO or one of the specialist
companies listed in the following pages to
find out how you too can holiday in
comfort aboard a hotel boat.

Moored up and enjoying the evening sunshine.

The conviviality of a meal aboard.

HOTEL BOAT HOLIDAYS
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A popular short cruise on our waterways is
aboard a passenger trip boat or a self-drive
day boat.

An introduction to the delights of the
rivers and canals for some and for many
groups a regular outing in their social
calendar.

Passenger boats can be completely
booked by a group or a school for an
educational trip, or – particularly in the
case of dining cruises – by reservation of
individual seats or tables. In some locations
they operate as public ‘water buses’. They
usually carry between 30 and 100
passengers – depending on the waterway.

Most have a bar, which serves snacks or
light meals and drinks, including alcoholic
beverages. 

Some are very sophisticated craft,
serving freshly cooked meals of the highest
standard. Sunday lunch and afternoon tea
cruises are particularly popular family
outings. Seating and table layouts are
often totally flexible and dances, buffets,
banquets, weddings, meetings,
conferences and promotional events can
be catered for. There is no better venue to
‘let loose from the office’ to hold a
confidential meeting or celebratory party
than on board a boat. Audio visual aids

CRUISING BY THE HOUR

Hiring a self-drive day boat is an ideal family outing.
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and disco lighting are often standard
features.

Another ideal outing for the family, or a
group of friends, is to hire a self-drive day
boat. Some of these can accommodate up
to ten people and have cooking and toilet
facilities. Usually hired by the half or full
day, they provide an ideal introduction to
the sights and delights of waterway
cruising; with your own choice of where to
stop for a while. Perhaps a picnic, or a
drink or meal at one of the many
waterside pubs. 

Contact APCO or one of the companies
listed in the following pages to find out
where you can spend a day out on a boat.

ABOVE: A trip on a passenger boat is a popular
outing.

RIGHT: Meals of the highest standard can be
served aboard.

CRUISING BY THE HOUR
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Flagships is a collective of established hotel boat 
businesses: all our boats are Tourist Board graded.

Our boats cruise on the canals and rivers of England
and Wales in spring, summer and autumn.

We offer quality holidays to suit all tastes,
with a wide choice of boats, routes and dates.

Private cabins are available as single, twin or double,
most with en-suite facilities

Personal care, good food, good company and relaxation.

For full details of our cruises,
visit www.flagships.co.uk
or call 0870 240 7447 for a brochure pack
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Napton Narrowboats  
New Base for 2004..….For 2004 we are pleased to offer Explorer class boats from our new base on the
‘Shroppie’ at Autherley Junction. You can now enjoy the Shroppie, Four Counties Ring, Llangollen and many more
routes in style and comfort.   

Superior Hire Boats..….

Edwardian Fleet - conservatory saloon/elegant lines...

Explorer Fleet - short breaks and weekly hire on brand

new boats...

With 4 new boats for 2004 we continue to set the highest 

standards with a choice of unique craft. Our reputation for

style, quality and our friendly and helpful staff will help give

you a memorable holiday.  

Superior Boatbuilding....

Riviera Fleet - sumptuous leather saloon/split sunroof...

We now build fully fitted boats for the

private market. Choose from any of our

existing styles or define your own.

Narrowboats or wide beam. Benefit

from our experience of knowing what

works, what lasts and what pleases.

We have an enviable

reputation for our hire fleet,

which we can now offer to

others.

Tel - 01926 813644
Email: enquiries@napton-marina.co.uk

www.napton-marina.co.uk  Short breaks are our speciality. 
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Explore Surrey & Hampshire’s beautiful
Basingstoke Canal 

Galleon Marine

www.galleonmarine.co.uk 
Tel: 01256 703691 Fax: 01256 703937

Email: galleonmarine@canalia.com

in superb 2–8 berth narrowboats. Short breaks a speciality.
Call Jim or Jan Peile now for further details.
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Holiday Hire
4-8 berth self drive 

Luxury Narrowboats

Excellent Boats on a
Beautiful Canal

Our base at Linslade is within weekend reach of the
Waterways Museum at Stoke Bruerne or the Chiltern Hills 
and Aylesbury. Choice of exciting one or two week cruises

including the River Thames. 
Also ‘Waterside Cottage’ (sleeps up to 11) 

set in the boatyard grounds.

The Wyvern Shipping Co Ltd
Rothschild Road, Linslade. Leighton Buzzard, Beds, LU7 2TF

Tel: 01525 372355   Fax: 01525 852308
Website: www.canalholidays.co.uk   Email: James@canalholidays.co.uk

Holidays on the beautiful
Monmouthshire & Brecon Canal.
Discover the beauty of the Brecon
National Park whilst cruising along
the canal. Unrivalled standards in
comfort, interior design 
and luxury fittings.

Pencelli, Brecon,
Powys LD3 7LJ
Tel: 01874 665315
E-mail: cambrian@talk21.com
Web: www.cambriancruisers.co.uk
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The birth of APCO resulted from a meeting
held at Penkridge – on the Staffs & Worcester
Canal in Staffordshire – on 6 December 1953,
to form the ‘Inland Waterways Pleasurecraft
Operators Association’. Subsequently changed
to the ‘Association of Pleasure Craft Operators
on Inland Waterways’ then shortened.

Representatives of seven companies
attended: Canal Pleasurecraft Ltd of Stourport,
Inland Waterway Cruising Company of
Leighton Buzzard, Inland Navigators of
Banbury, J.G.J. James of London, Waterborne
Tours of Penkridge, Holidays Afloat of Market
Drayton and Canal Cruising Company of
Stone (the latter two are still in business and
APCO members). These, along with Inland
Cruising Association of Chester, Deans of
Chester and Dobsons of Burton-on-Trent,
formed the Association at its outset.

The objects of the Association were then
simply “to promote and protect the interest of
members” but have become much wider and
more detailed as APCO has progressed; they
now include promoting pleasure boating,
representing the industry, increasing boat
safety standards and actively encouraging
people to ‘get on the water’. 

The chairman of that very first meeting was
a Mr.R.H. Lee, who appeared not to be
involved in the canal business but was a
council member of the Inland Waterways
Association and also a very good amateur
film-maker - as his surviving waterway films
illustrate. A committee of three was formed -
Tom Whitley of Waterborne Tours, Rendel
Wyatt of Canal Cruising Company and John
James – who between them represented
hotel, hire and passenger boat operators.

It was agreed that this committee should

meet the board of the
Docks & Inland
Waterways Executive –
which administered
their waterways in
separate ‘Divisions’ –
to establish whether
APCO should deal with
them on a national basis and about
unifying the differing charges for pleasure
boating made by each division. Boat licence
charges have been on APCO agendas ever
since!

A small leaflet, listing members, was to be
printed and distributed and an advertisement
placed in the holiday page of The Sunday
Times inviting “enquiries as to canal holidays”.

The first AGM was held at Braunston on
12 December 1954 when Tom Whitley and
Randall Wyatt stood down, due to pressure of
business, and Captain Lionel Munk of Maid
Line Cruisers Ltd was elected as chairman,
with Michael Streat of the Inland Waterway
Cruising Company as secretary. 

APCO has since had a history of elected
officers prominent in the industry and the
waterways’ world. All originally served on a
voluntary basis until – with the expansion of
membership – a paid part-time secretary,
Harry Arnold, was appointed in 1970. 

Since 1980 the Association has had its own
headquarters where secretary, Bob Johnstone,
is based and is now backed by the resources
of the British Marine Federation – since APCO
became a BMF group member in 1990. The
Association also has regional branches to
assist with any local matters.

THE HISTORY OF APCO

One of the earliest 
APCO leaflets.
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There has been pleasure boating from the
earliest days of the canals. The Duke of
Bridgewater had his own boat at Worsley
in the 1760s and there were others during
the subsequent 150 years, such as Temple
Thurston and Henry de Salis, who boated
for pleasure on a largely working system.
There were of course trip boats, rowing
boats and punts for hire, particularly on
rivers, and especially popular in Victorian
and Edwardian times.

What we now call ‘live-aboard’ boats,
for private and holiday use, first developed
on the Broads in the early twentieth
century, closely paralleled by the River
Thames. On what might be described as
‘the rest’ – the main river and canal
network – holiday boating didn’t really start
until the 1930s, with pioneering boatyards
such as the Inland Cruising Association
(subsequently Inland Hire Cruisers) at
Chester offering boats for hire on the
Shropshire Union and Llangollen canals.
This business was started by David Wain’s
father and carried on by David, who is now
APCO President.

With World War II came the publication
of Tom Rolt’s famous book Narrow Boat
which awakened a new interest in
waterway cruising on the main canal
network that was, by 1948, mostly
nationalised and managed under the name
of the Docks & Inland Waterways
Executive; later British Waterways. Rolt’s
writing had led to the founding of the
Inland Waterways Association in 1946 and
inspired many to get onboard a boat and
explore our canals and rivers.

So, what was it like in the early 1950s,
and how could you get afloat? You could
follow in Rolt’s footsteps and convert a
working narrowboat. Commercial carrying
was generally declining and narrowboats
could be bought fairly cheaply. There were
a few specialist cruisers being built, mainly
on the Broads and Thames and you could
have one ‘narrowed’: Or buy a small cruiser
that was built primarily for sea-going use
but would fit through narrow locks. There
were popular do-it-yourself conversions of

INLAND WATERWAY BOATING - 50 YEARS AGO

A hire cruiser on the Shropshire Union Canal
almost 50 years ago.
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all sorts of hulls; particularly ship’s lifeboats
and ex-army pontoons, and others such as
inspection launches, ex-wartime fire floats
and even Uffa Fox-designed airborne
lifeboats.

New holiday hire companies started: the
Canal Cruising Company at Stone in 1947
and a little later, the Wyvern Shipping
Company at Leighton Buzzard (both still
APCO members). Blue Line at Braunston,
Welsh Canal Holiday Craft at Llangollen,
Deans of Chester and Canal Pleasurecraft
at Stourport; Davisons and Dobsons on the
Trent and the Trent & Mersey were others.
Some, like Lionel Munk’s Maid Line,
expanded from the Thames to acquire
Midland canal bases. Most pioneered the
building of specialist 6ft. 10in. beam canal

hire craft, which were also bought by
private owners. Hotel boating had also just
started, with New Way Holidays, and there
was a cheaper alternative aboard a horse-
drawn ‘hostelboat’. John James, with
Jason, began running canal trips to London
Zoo during the Festival of Britain year of
1951.

The elaborately fitted, box-construction
steel narrowboats that now proliferate
were still over 10 years away. In 1954 there
was no central heating, showers,
refrigerators and on-board entertainment
systems. Loos were mostly ‘bucket-and-
chuck-it’ and there were no sanitary
stations: You carried a shovel and buried
the contents behind a hedge. Some boats
had sea-toilets, flushing into the water,

Some of the first canal hire boats were converted working narrowboats.

INLAND WATERWAY BOATING - 50 YEARS AGO
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which is now frowned upon and illegal.
A few boats had pumped pressure

water systems but drinking water was
mostly carried in containers. Water points
were few and far between and were
generally located by lock cottages where
the working boat families filled their water
cans on the move. Apart from the slow-
running diesel engines in bigger boats,
most power units were oddly marinised
petrol engines or somewhat unreliable
outboards. Fuel was a problem and
generally involved long walks with cans to
a garage. 

Detailed guides and maps didn’t come
in until the publication of the British
Waterways' ‘blue books’ for individual
waterways in the late 50s. A copy of Teddy
Edwards’ reference work Inland Waterways
of Great Britain, used in conjunction with
Ordnance Survey maps was the usual
combination. Henry de Salis’s Bradshaw’s
Canals & Navigable Rivers of England and
Wales, published in the early years of the
century was highly prized for its technical
detail but did not provide the descriptions
and information we take for granted in
today’s cruising guides.

Although you wouldn’t meet many like-
minded pleasure boaters, there was still
heavy commercial traffic on many of rivers
and the wide canals into the early 1960s.
On canals like the Grand Union, the
Coventry, the Northern Oxford, the
Shropshire Union, the Trent & Mersey and
the Bridgewater you would regularly meet
working narrowboats.

In the 1950’s there was little chance of
‘eating out’. Many original canalside pubs

have survived and indeed have multiplied,
but were then rather basic bars. A pork pie
and a pint were the likely fare on offer,
with little choice of drinks for the ladies.
But the bonus was that you often spent
your evening in the company of working
boatmen, canal maintenance men and
other knowledgeable locals. The canalside
village general store was frequent in the
1950s; a source of miscellaneous hardware
and regular fresh provisions - remember
there was still some rationing. Today’s small
canalside shops have diversified into crafts,
souvenirs and convenience foods and major

INLAND WATERWAY BOATING - 50 YEARS AGO

The interior of an early canal hire boat.
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supermarkets occupy prime waterside sites.
Facilities may have improved, but shopping
is not quite the experience it was - modern
hygiene restrictions mean you can no
longer moor up and buy milk ‘straight from
the cow’ at the local farm!

Today’s waterways are a hive of leisure
activity and a focus for rural and urban
regeneration. In the 1950s you would have
found many waterways busy with
commercial traffic and a lot more
maintenance staff – including lock keepers
- on the ground, but many more
navigations (now re-opened) had been
closed, or were becoming impassable. The
Upper Avon had long gone, but the first
waterway restoration scheme - for the
Lower Avon - had started. This was soon to

be followed by schemes to restore the
upper part of the Great Ouse and the
virtually derelict southern section of the
Stratford-upon-Avon Canal. The
Huddersfield Narrow Canal was officially
closed, as was the Montgomery and
Llangollen canals, but boats were still
pushing their way up the latter, always
popular waterway. The Kennet & Avon
Canal had fallen into disrepair, as had the
Brecon & Abergavenny, the upper parts of
the Chesterfield and the Lancaster, the
Rochdale, Ashton and Lower Peak Forest
canals.

Although there may be some nostalgia
for the old days, in fifty years much on
Britain’s inland waterways has changed for
the better. 

INLAND WATERWAY BOATING - 50 YEARS AGO

One of the first custom-built canal hire cruisers about to pass one of the earliest hotel boats on the
Llangollen Canal.
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APCO now represents companies operating high quality craft – both narrow and wide beam – on
Britain’s inland waterways:  Such as this narrowboat and river cruiser seen at a lock on the lovely
River Avon. Members also build and refit boats, and offer a full range of maintenance services, sell
fuel, gas and chandlery and provide safe and secure moorings. The membership also includes other
activities such as surveyors, marine consultants, insurers, photographers and computer software
experts. APCO and its fellow waterway trade organisation, the Canal Boatbuilders Association, are
members of the British Marine Federation.

BEFORE YOU PURCHASE THE BOAT OF YOUR 
DREAMS GO TO BED WITH OUR BOOKLET

“Information and advice about buying a narrowboat” Send for your free copy to:
CBA Booklet, British Marine Federation, Marine House,

Thorpe Lea Road, Egham, Surrey TW20 8BF

or telephone (01784) 223624
or email postroom@britishmarine.co.uk CANAL BOATBUILDERS

ASSOCIATION
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CASTLE NARROWBOATS

Discover the beauty of Wales
The Monmouthshire & Brecon Canal

on board one of our electric or diesel narrowboats.
We are a small non-agency family business, 

giving a friendly personal service.
For a free colour brochure

Telephone: (01873) 830001  Fax: (01873) 832341
website: www.castlenarrowboats.co.uk email: castle.narrowboats@btinternet.com
or call in and see us at Church Road Wharf, Gilwern, Monmouthshire NP7 0EP

Chas Hardern (Boats) & Co.
Comfortable 2-6 berth narrowboats for holidays on the Shropshire Union, 

LLANGOLLEN and adjoining canals.
• Diesel • Gas • Gift shop • Canal books & postcards

• Boats repaired and fitted out • Christmas cruising available

Brochure from:
Beeston Castle Wharf, Beeston, Nr Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 9NH

Tel: 01829 732595 E-mail: chasboats@aol.com
Website: www.chashardern.co.uk
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Centrally located on thepicturesque, lock free Ashby Canal.

Ideal for circular or lock free routes.

Luxurious 2-10 berth narrowboats available
forweekly/short breaks or day hire.

01455 212671

NARROWBOAT CANAL HOLIDAYS

●

For brochure
or to viewwww.ashby-boats.demon.co.uk

●

www.beaconparkboats.com
01873 858277

TAKE A CRUISE THROUGH A NATIONAL PARK
BEACON PARK BOATS offers a superb fleet of 10 beautiful narrowboats to

cruise the stunning Monmouthshire & Brecon Canal * Relax and unwind as you
discover its beauty, peace, wildlife, fishing and lovely walks amongst the magnificent

Brecon Beacons * Choice of start days * Enjoy short breaks or tranquil weeks *
Sleeping 2–7 * Pets welcome.

Please call Alasdair or Sarah for further information or to request a brochure



Britain’s best selling inland waterway magazine.

■ news each month Waterways World reports all that is
happening around the waterway system

■ canal heritage restoration reports, waterway history – the
boats, people and companies that worked and built the canal
system

■ boat sales more boats for sale every month than
any other inland waterway magazine

■ practical advice for boat owners and aspiring
boat owners – new and used narrow boat  and
cruiser reviews, engine developments, the latest
equipment, and much more

■ enjoyment of the waterways explore a different
waterway each month with cruising reports, waterside walks,
hire boat reviews, continental cruising

Available from newsagents, boatyards and on subscription

Published by Waterways World Ltd, 151 Station Street,
Burton-on-Trent, Staffordshire DE14 1BG

Telephone 01283 742970
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2-9 Berth narrowboats based
on the Llangollen canal.

Our base is ideally sited for
that short break holiday being

7hrs from Llangollen & 30
mins from the Montgomery

canal

All of our boats are ETB
inspected & our staff have
BMF Handover certificates

Tel: 01691 662424
Email: enquiries@maestermyn.co.uk

Web www.maestermyn.co.uk

Boatbuilding & 
fitting out service.

Mobile service 
engineers on call

Engine overhauls 
& rebuilds

Gearbox repairs

24hr call out service

Tel 01691 662424 
Emergency 01691 661051

Comprehensive range of 
chandlery for both inland & 

offhsore boating. Main Honda
outboard engine dealer sales

& service

Stockist of International
Paints, TFX & Morse Controls

Mail order spares direct from
factory with online service

Tel 01691 679314
or 01691 662424
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A & G PASSENGER BOATS LTD
Arch 16, Victoria Quays
Wharf Street
Sheffield
Yorkshire
S2 5SY
Tel: 0114 2786314
Email: info@sheffieldboats.plus.com
www.sheffieldboats.co.uk
Hotel boat Tiny Purple, 60ft
Narrowboat, private charter holidays
maximum 4 people. A39
(trip/function boat maximum 52
people) cruising in Sheffield for all
occasions - suitable for leisure and
business, educational and history
trips. Romantic day/hour

AIREDALE BARGE CO LTD
72 Primrose Lane
Gilstead
Bingley
Yorkshire
BD16 4QP
Tel: 01274 563361
Fax: 01274 562858
Email: david@dilowe.fsnet.co.uk
Founded 1971 as Apollo canal
cruises/carriers.  Passenger boat
business sold 1998, and name
changed. Bareboat charter of freight
barges and passenger boat.
Consultancy.

ALVECHURCH BOAT CENTRE LTD
Scarfield Wharf
Alvechurch
Worcestershire
B48 7SQ
Tel: 0121 445 2909
Fax: 0121 447 7120
Email: enquiries@alvechurch.com
www.alvechurch.com
Narrowboat hire, narrowboat
building, brokerage, moorings,
helmsman training, marina services
and boat repairs at four locations.

ANDERSEN BOATS
11 Wych House Lane
Middlewich
Cheshire
CW10 9BQ
Tel: 01606 833668
Fax: 01606 837767
Email: info@andersenboats.com
www.andersenboats.com
Watch the world drift away into an
atmosphere of peace and enjoyment
as you cruise the canals of England
& Wales on one of our superb
narrowboats. The perfect holiday for
anyone who just wants to get away
from it all and experience something
completely different.

APOLLO CANAL CRUISES
Shipley Wharf
Wharf Street
Shipley
Yorkshire
BD17 7DW
Tel: 01274 595914
Email: cruise_apollo@aol.com
www.apollocanalcruises.co.uk
Canal cruising operation founded
over 25 years ago, offering
restaurant boat trips with meals
whilst cruising to both private and
corporate party groups.

AQUATRAVEL LTD
2 The Hide Market
West Side, St Philip’s
Bristol
BS2 0BH
Tel: 0117 3041122
Fax: 0117 3041133
Email: info@anglowelsh.co.uk
www.anglowelsh.co.uk
One of the UK’s largest and long
established narrowboat holiday
operator with more than 130 boats
cruising from a dozen bases. Our
Head Office in Bristol co-ordinates
the fleet with its own booking team
operating a cutting edge booking
system. 

ARLEN HIRE BOATS
Ashton Basin
Tulketh Brow
Preston
Lancashire
PR2 2SD
Tel: 01772 769183
Fax: 01772 769183
Email: 
enquiries@arlen-hireboats.co.uk
www.arlen-hireboats.co.uk
Small family run firm offering 3 - 6
berth narrowboats for short break
and weekly hire on the Lancaster
Canal. Diesel, gas, pump-out and
moorings.

ASHBY BOAT COMPANY
Canal Wharf
Station Road
Stoke Golding
Warwickshire
CV13 6EY
Tel: 01455 212671
Fax: 01455 213255
www.ashbyboats.co.uk
Narrowboat hire

ASHBY NARROW BOAT COMPANY
The Ashby Canal Centre
Willow Park
Stoke Golding
Nuneaton
Warwickshire
CV13 6EU
Tel: 01455 212636
Fax: 01455 212636
Email:
ashbycanalcentre@bigfoot.com
Boatbuilders specialising in
narrowboats to any stage. Repairs
etc.

A-Z LISTING OF MEMBERS
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AWAY4AWHILE
The Boat Yard
Nelson Lane
Warwickshire
CV34 5JB
Tel: 01926 493073
Fax: 01926 493074
Email: enquiries@away4awhile.com
www.away4awhile.com
Hotel Canal boat

BATH NARROWBOATS LTD
Sydney Wharf
Bathwick Hill
Bath
Somerset
BA2 4EL
Tel: 01225 447276
Fax: 01225 447276
Email: 
enquiries@bath-narrowboats.co.uk
www.bath-narrowboats.co.uk
Bath Narrowboats operate a
narrowboat hire fleet and a floating
restaurant. Boat servicing and
engineering available.

BAXTER BOAT FITTING SERVICES
The Wharf
Yardley Gobion
Northamptonshire
NN12 7UE
Tel: 01908 542844
Fax: 01908 542844
Boatyard facilities and building.
Drydocking and repairs to
narrowboats

BEACON PARK BOATS
The Boathouse
Llanfoist  Wharf
Abergavenny
Gwent
NP7 9NG
Tel: 01873 858277
Fax: 01873 858277
Email:
beaconparkboats@btconnect.com
www.beaconparkboats.com
Canal boat holiday hire on the
Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal
in South Wales.  We operate 10
luxury narrow and wide beam boats
for weekly and short break holiday
lets.

BIDFORD BOATS
Riverside House
4 The Pleck
Bidford upon Avon
Warwickshire
B50 4BB
Tel: 01789 773205
Fax: 01789 773205
www.bidfordboats.co.uk
Full facility boatyard on the Upper
Avon

BLACK PRINCE HOLIDAYS LTD
Hanbury Road
Stoke Prior
Bromsgrove
Hereford & Worcester
B60 4LA
Tel: 01527 575115
Fax: 01527 575116
Email: BHolidays@aol.com
www.black-prince.com
Narrowboat holidays from a choice
of 5 UK bases including Scotland

BLACKWATER BOATS
Bumblebee Cottage
Boxted Road
Colchester
Essex
CO4 5HF
Tel: 01206 853282
Fax: 01206 853282
Email:
info@blackwaterboats.freeserve.co.uk
www.blackwaterboats.freeserve.co.uk
Family business operating small fleet
of narrowboats on the Chelmer and
Blackwater navigations in rural
Essex.  Day hire, short breaks and
longer holidays all year subject to
river conditions and availability.
Personal service, instruction and
friendly service. 

BLAKES HOLIDAY BOATING
Holiday Cottages Group Ltd
Guyton House
5 Vicarage Street
North Walsham
Norfolk
NR28 9DQ
Tel: 01282 445824
Fax: 08702 202497
Email:
blakesnorfolk@holidaycottagesgroup
.com
www.blakes.co.uk
Booking agents for quality hire fleets
offering wide selection of boating
holidays in Britain and abroad.

A-Z LISTING OF MEMBERS
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BLUE HAVEN MARINE
Hill Morton Wharf
Crick Road
Rugby
Warwickshire
CV21 4PW
Tel: 01788 540149
Fax: 01788 553363
Email:
bluehavenmarine@tiscali.co.uk
www.bluehavenmarine.co.uk
Founded in 1988 by Robin Bourne
and Barry Smith.  Blue Haven
Marine now employs five highly
skilled staff to produce up to seven
narrowboats per year and also
repairing and repainting craft.

BRITISH WATERWAYS
Willow Grange
Church Road
Watford
Hertfordshire
WD17 4QA
Tel: 01923 226422
Fax: 01923 226081
Email:
enquiries.hq@britishwaterways.co.uk
www.britishwaterways.co.uk
Manages and cares for 2,000 miles
of canals, rivers and docks and their
associated structures.

C FLETCHER
Foxhanger Wharf
Lower Foxhangers Farm
Rowde
Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 1SS
Tel: 01380 828795
Fax: 01380 828254
Email: sales@foxhangers.co.uk
Life jackets, buoyancy aids etc.

CALCUTT BOATS LTD
Tomlow Road
Stockton
Southam
Warwickshire
CV47 8HX
Tel: 01926 813757
Fax: 01926 814091
Email: boats@calcuttboats.com
www.calcuttboats.com
Calcutt Boats rent, build and provide
mooring for narrow boats on the
UK’s South Midlands canals - Oxford
& Grand Union.  We provide
specialist manufacture of stern gear
and narrow boat engineering parts
including CB Marine engines based
on BMC & Perkins.

CALEDONIAN DISCOVERY LTD
The Slipway
Corpach
Fort William
Highland
PH33 7NB
Tel: 01397 772167
Fax: 01397 772765
Email: info@fingal-cruising.co.uk
www.fingal-cruising.co.uk
Cruising holiday operator, training
course provider.

CALEY MARINA CHANDLERY
Canal Road
Muirton
Inverness
Inverness-shire
IV3 8NF
Tel: 01463 236539
Fax: 01463 238323
Email: info@caleymarina.com
www.caleymarina.com
Caley Marina is situated at the
eastern end of the Caledonian
Canal, 15 minutes walk from
Inverness city centre, 1.5 hours
boating from sea lock and two days
sailing from the West Coast.  The
marina is a family run business and
has amongst the widest range of
facilities. 

CAMBRIAN CRUISERS
Ty Newydd
Pencelli
Brecon
Powys
LD3 7LJ
Tel: 01874 665315
Fax: 01894 665315
Email: cambrian@talk21.com
www.cambriancruisers.co.uk
Weekly and short break hire on the
Mon & Brec canal. Also guest house.

CAMBRIAN MARINA
The Stables
Llanfrynach
Brecon
Powys
LD3 7LJ
Tel: 01874 665478
Fax: 01874 665478
Small marina
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CANAL CARGO
16 Offley Road
Sandbach
Cheshire
CW11 1GY
Tel: 01270 762504
Fax: 01270 763822
Email: orders@canalcargo.co.uk
www.canalcargo.co.uk
The place to buy canal maps,
cruising guides, books, videos, gifts,
chandlery and lots of other canal
items online.

CANAL CRUISING COMPANY LTD
Crown Street
Stone
Staffordshire
ST15 8QN
Tel: 01785 813982
Fax: 01785 819041
www.canalcruising.info
Est. 1948 oldest family operated
narrowboat company in England.
Based in Stone Staffs. Centre of the
Trent and Mersey canal. Offering a
wide choice of routes. Berth range
2-8. Variety of boat layouts and
grades to suit most holiday makers.

CANAL TRANSPORT SERVICES LTD
Norton Canes Dock
Lime Lane
Pelsall, Walsall
West Midlands
WS3 5AP
Tel: 01543 374370
Fax: 01543 374370
Builders of traditional steel
narrowboats. All boatyard trades
including dry dock, coach painting
and dry blasting.

CAREFREE CRUISING LTD
Moss Bridge Cottage
Elton Moss
Canal Bridge
Elworth
Sandbach
Cheshire
CW11 3PW
Tel: 01270 760770
Fax: 01270 760160
Email: info@carefreecruising.com
www.carefreecruising.com
Quality shared ownership
narrowboats.

CASTLE NARROWBOATS
Church Road Wharf
Gilwern
Monmouthshire 
NP7 0EP
Tel: 01873 830001
Fax: 01873 832341
Email:
castle.narrowboats@btinternet.com
www.castlenarrowboats.co.uk
Narrowboat hire on the Mon & Brec
Canal.

CHALLENGER SYNDICATESHIPS
Admin Office
Hampton Park Farmhouse
Red Lane
Hampton
Evesham
Hereford & Worcester
WR11 2RF
Tel: 01386 421281
Fax: 01386 422118
Email:
challengerboatshare@btopenworld.com
www.challengershare.com
Currently operates nearly 40 boats
in shared ownership all over Europe
from narrowboats, Broads and
Thames cruisers through to power
boats and yachts in Mallorca.

CHAS HARDERN & COMPANY
Beston Castle Wharf
Beeston
Tarporley
Cheshire
CW6 9NH
Tel: 01829 732469
Fax: 01829 730395
www.chasharden.co.uk
Comfortable narrowboats for
holidays on Shropshire Union,
Llangollen and adjoining canals. Gift
shop. Services. Boat repairs and
fitting out.

CHERTSEY MEADS MARINE
The Meads
Chertsey
Surrey
KT16 8LN
Tel: 01932 564699
Fax: 01932 564699
Email: meads.marine@ntlworld.com
www.boatsthames.com
We are a traditional working
boatyard, plus hire fleet of 5 cruisers
and 5 day boats.  Moorings, storage
ashore, crane and slipway.  We sell
diesel, calor gas, paints and resins
and are Enfield agents. Full
engineering service and GRP timber
and steel repairs.

CHESHIRE CAT NARROWBOAT HIRE
4 Cheriton Drive
Queensbury
Bradford
Yorkshire
BD13 1QS
Tel: 01274 884094
Canal narrowboat hire.

A-Z LISTING OF MEMBERS



38

CLAYMOORE NAVIGATION LTD
The Wharf
Preston Brook
Warrington
Cheshire
WA4 4BA
Tel: 01928 717273
Fax: 01928 718888
Email: mail@claymoore.co.uk
www.claymoore.co.uk
Family owned and managed canal
narrowboat hire company.  Day hire
boat and holiday boats from 2 to 10
berth of high quality, Tourist Board
Inspected.  Very friendly and
exceptional individual service
provided.  Diesel and Calor Gas
supplies.

CLIFTON CRUISERS LTD
Clifton Wharf
Vicarage Hill
Clifton-upon-Dunsmore
Rugby
Warwickshire
CV23 ODG
Tel: 01788 543570
Fax: 01788 579799
Email: info@cliftoncruisers.co.uk
www.cliftoncruisers.com
Operator of canal boat hire fleet,
Boatbuilder, boat services

CONCOFORM MARINE
The Boatyard
High Street
Weedon
Northamptonshire
NN7 4QD
Tel: 01327 340739
Fax: 01327 349468
Hireboats based on Grand Union
Canal. Choice of cruising routes
available.

CONSTELLATION CRUISES LTD
Lord Vernons Wharf
Lyme Road
Higher Poynton
Cheshire
SK12 1TH
Tel: 01625 873471
Fax: 01625 873471
www.constellationcruises.co.uk
Day, week-end and weekly boat
hire, chandlery, diesel, pump-out,
gas.

COPT HEATH WHARF
19 Church Street
Bingham
Nottinghamshire
NG13 8AL
Tel: 01949 875177
Fax: 01949 875177
Email: geoff@puffin0.demon.co.uk
www.coptheathwharf.co.uk
Operate short break hire boat, day
hire, moorings, diesel, pumpout and
gas sales. Bookings and Moorings at
309 Barston Lane, Solihull, B91 2SX.
Tel: 0121 7044464. Family firm in
rural Warwickshire but ten minutes
from M42. 

COTSWOLD RIVER CRUISES
11 Hunt Street
Swindon
Wiltshire
SN1 3HW
Tel: 01793 574499
Email: enquiries@rivercruises.co.uk
www.rivercruises.co.uk
Cruises and pleasure trips on the
River Thames; private charter and
scheduled public trips.

COUNTRY CRAFT NARROWBOAT
HOLIDAYS
Cwm Crawnon Warehouse,
Llangynidr
Crickhowel
Powys
NP8 1ND
Tel: 01874 730850
Email: craft730@aol.com
www.country-craft.co.uk
Narrowboat holidays weekly and
short break on the Monmouthshire
and Brecon Canal, in the Brecon
Beacons National Park.

COUNTRYWIDE CRUISERS
(BREWOOD) LTD
The Wharf
Brewood
Stafford
Staffordshire
ST19 9BG
Tel: 01902 850166
Fax: 01902 851662
Luxury narrowboat holidays from
our base on the southern end of the
Shropshire Union canal. 2 - 8 berths/
short breaks and longer/ all
inspected by HOETB. Narrowboat
fitting out, engineering, painting
etc. Full boatyard facilities.

DALE & SHIRE HOTEL
NARROWBOATS
5 Ashcroft Court
Burnham
Slough
Berkshire
SL1 8JT
Tel: 01628 603764
A pair of 58’ owner-operated
narrowboats with accommodation
for eight guests in one twin, one
double, and four single cabins.
Some cabins are ensuite. A wide
range of cruising areas including the
spectacular Pennine waterways.
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DEBBIES DAY BOATS LTD
Canal Wharf
Coleshill Road
Fazeley
Tamworth
Staffordshire
B78 3RY
Tel: 01827 262042
Day boat hire, moorings, services.

DEBDALE WHARF MARINA
Nr Smeeton Westerby
Kibworth
Leicestershire
LE8 OXA
Tel: 0116 2793034
Fax: 0116 2796655
Owner operated Boatyard/Marina in
secure picturesque settings on
Leicester section of G.U. Repairs,
refits and hull fitouts.  Specialists in
Marine Electrics, heat and power
systems. Boat lift max 32 tons, all
hull work, DIY facilities. 

DUDLEY CANAL TRUST (TRIPS) LTD
Blowers Green Pumphouse
Peartree Lane
Dudley
West Midlands
DY2 0XP
Tel: 01384 236275
Fax: 01384 456615
Email: dcttrips@btclick.com
www.dudleycanaltrust.org.uk
Boat trips into Dudley Canal Tunnel
and limestone mines.

DUKE & DUCHESS HOTEL 
NARROWBOAT  LTD
Manor Farm Cottage
2 Linford Lane
Woolstone, Milton Keynes
Buckinghamshire
MK15 OAG
Tel: 01908 698416
www.hotelboat-holidays.co.uk
English canal cruises by traditional
‘pair’ of hotel narrowboats

FELLOWS MORTON & CLAYTON LTD
Canal Street
Stourbridge
West Midlands
DY8 4LU
Tel: 01384 375912
Email: fmclayton@aol.com
Fellows Morton & Clayton Ltd was
originally founded in 1837. Today
the company operates a passenger
trip boat ‘The BackCountry Man’
from Stourbridge as the trading arm
of Stourbridge Navigation Trust Ltd,
a registered charity.

FGC HOLIDAYS
4 Calcot
Northleach
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire
CL54 3JZ
Tel: 01285 720510
www.hotelboatleonora.co.uk
Hotel boat 53’ operating on all
inland rivers and canals catering for
just 2 guest.  Owner operated 5 star
tourist board graded, full en-suite
facilities for guest.

FIBRATRIM LTD
Mount Road
Burntwood
Staffordshire
WS7 OAJ
Tel: 01543 671433
Fax: 01543 676222
Email: michelle@fibratrim.fsnet.co.uk
Fibratrim Ltd are manufacturers of
internal and external upholstery for
the marine industry using all types
of covering materials.  Expertise
covers design of bespoke upholstery
to simple cushions.  Fibratrim Ltd
also manufacture canopies,
tonneaus.

FLOATING BOATER
Waterside
Little Venice
Warwick Crescent
London
W2 6NE
Tel: 0171 266 1066
Passenger and dining boats based
on the Regent’s Canal.

FOX BOATS
10 Marina Drive
March
Cambridgeshire
PE15 0AU
Tel: 01354 652770
Fax: 01354 650369
Boat hire
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FOXTON BOAT SERVICES LTD
Bottom Lock
Foxton
Market Harborough
Leicestershire
LE16 7RA
Tel: 0116 2792285
Fax: 0116 2793847
Email: 
tony@foxton-boats.freeserve.co.uk
www.foxtonboats.co.uk
Boat hirers and repairers. Specialists
in breakdowns and sinkings.

GALLEON MARINE
Colt Hill
Odiham
Hampshire
RG29 1AL
Tel: 01256 703691
Fax: 01256 703937
www.galleonmarine.co.uk
Hire of narrowboats for holidays,
chandlery, boat hire

GRAHAM HARDING
Hilperton Marina
Hammond Way
Trowbridge
Wiltshire
BA14 8RS
Tel: 07790 799056
Fax: 01489 571882
Moorings, refits, supply and fitting
of marine electronics.

GUILDFORD BOAT HOUSE LTD
Guildford Boat House
Millbrook
Guildford
Surrey
GU1 3XJ
Tel: 01483 504494/36186
Fax: 01483 506318
Email: info@guildfordboats.co.uk
www.guildfordboats.co.uk
Holiday narrowboats, day hire boats,
river trips, row boats, restaurant
boat, some marine engineering
services but no private mooring
facilities, Corgi registered engineer.

H & H NARROWBOAT HOTELS
7 Bramshill Gardens
London
NW5 1JJ
Tel: 020 7272 0033
Fax: 020 7272 0033
Email: enquiries@hindandhart.co.uk
www.hindandhart.co.uk
Hotelboat holidays

HERITAGE NARROW BOATS LTD
The Marina
Kent Green
Scholar Green
Cheshire
ST7 3JZ
Tel: 01782 785700
Fax: 01782 777526
Email:
heritage@sherbornewharf.co.uk
www.sherbornewharf.co.uk
Both bases operate moorings and
typical services. Heritage in Cheshire
concentrates on its holiday fleet, day
boats, and holiday bungalow
sleeping 12. Sherborne in
Birmingham concentrates on
corporate entertainment running
luxury trip boats

HEYFORD WHARF LTD
Oxfordshire Narrowboats
Heyford Wharf
Station Road
Lower Heyford
Bicester
Oxfordshire
OX25 5PD
Tel: 01869 340348
Fax: 01869 347934
Email: enquiries@oxfordshire-
narrowboats.co.uk
www.oxfordshire-narrowboats.co.uk 
Heart of the South Oxford canal
offering drydocking, DIY,
engineering and callout facilities in
addition to day and holiday hire
craft. Regional distributor for
Masons Paints, Eberspacher heaters,
Isuzu inland marine engines.

HIGH LINE YACHTING LTD
The Boatyard
Mansion Lane
Iver
Buckinghamshire
SL0 9RG
Tel: 01753 651496/653151
Fax: 01753 630095
Email: djb@high-line.co.uk
www.high-line.co.uk
Moorings, boatyard facilities,
chandlery. Boatbuilders,
narrowboats. Brassware
manufacturers.

HOLIDAYS AFLOAT LTD
The Boatyard
Market Drayton
Shropshire
TF9 1HN
Tel: 01630 652641
Trailer manufacture. Canal souvenirs.
Moorings.
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HOSEASONS HOLIDAYS LTD
Sunway House
Lowestoft
Suffolk
NR32 2LW
Tel: 01502 500505
Fax: 01502 514298
Email: mail@hoseasons.co.uk
www.hoseasons.co.uk
Hoseasons act as agent for hire boat
companies, marketing holidays on
the Broads, canals, Thames, Fens
and rivers, lochs of Scotland.

HOTEL PERIWINKLE
c/o 1 Isabella Street
Longridge
Preston
Lancashire
PR3 3WL
Tel: 07747 017263
Fax: 01772 780221
Email: hotelperiwinkle@aol.com
www.hotelboatperiwinkle.com
Hotelboat, 60ft narrowboat

INDIAN CHIEF CRUISES
The Boat Inn
Stoke Bruerne
Nr Towcester
Northamptonshire
NN12 7SB
Tel: 01604 862428
Fax: 01604 864314
Email: enquiries@boatinn.co.uk
www.boatinn.co.uk
40 seater passenger narrowboat
available for private charter and
public trips from 25 minutes to 6
hours. Operates 12 months of the
year with full bar, video, cd, central
heating and wheel chair lift.

INLAND WATERWAYS HOLIDAY
CRUISES
Greenham Lock Cottage
London Road 
Newbury
Berkshire
RG14 5SN
Tel: 07831 110811
Fax: 07767 669045
Email: info@bargeholidayuk.com
www.bargeholidayuk.com
Award winning hotel boats cruising
the inland waterways of England
and Wales.

J GREATWOOD
105 Main Street
Alrewas
Burton On Trent
Staffordshire
DE13 7ED
Tel: 01283 790611
Surveyor working mostly on inland
waterway craft.  Any type of boat
surveyed for pre-purchase, insurance
or boat safety scheme.

JAMES MAYOR & COMPANY
Boat Yard
Tarleton
Preston
Lancashire
PR4 6HD
Tel: 01722 812250
Boatbuilders, full boatyard services,
marine engineering.

JANNEL CRUISERS LTD
Shobnall Marina
Shobnall Road
Burton On Trent
Staffordshire
DE14 2AU
Tel: 01283 542718
Fax: 01283 545369
Email: boats@jannel.co.uk
www.jannel.co.uk
Jannel Cruisers is owned and
operated by the same family who
started it 30 years ago, we offer a
boating service second to none
offering boat hire, building, repairs,
dry dock and workshop, moorings,
chandlery, painting, signwriting, BSS
examinations Corgi examinations. 

JBJ MARINE LTD
Nottingham Castle Marina
Marina Road, Nottingham
Nottinghamshire
NG7 1TN
Tel: 0115 947 6936
Fax: 0115 947 6958
Email: info@jbjmarine.com
www.jbjmarine.com
We are a Midlands based boat repair
and engineering company,
expanding rapidly through our
growing reputation for delivering
high-quality work amongst both our
corporate and private customer
base. We operate a Beta Marine
agency.

JD SERVICES GAILEY LTD
The Wharf
Watling Street
Gailey
Staffordshire
ST19 5PR
Tel: 01902 790612
Fax: 01902 791446
Email: jdboats@btintrnet.com
www.jdboats.co.uk
Hire boats, boatshare and boat
building.
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JG MARINE SERVICES
Unit 3 Braunston Boat Haven
Bottom Lock
Braunston
Northamptonshire
NN11 7HL
Tel: 07071 226141
Fax: 01788 891816
Email: boats@jgmarine.com
www.jgmarine.com
General narrowboat repairs to
engines and electrics.  Corgi Gas
Registered.  Breakdown service.
New installation of gas, water,
electrics, engines and heating
systems.

KATE BOATS WARWICK
The Boatyard
Nelson Lane
Warwick
Warwickshire
CV34 5JB
Tel: 01926 492968
Fax: 01926 419314
A family run business, specialising in
the hire and building of high quality
narrowboats. Situated on the Grand
Union Canal at Warwick we aim to
provide a personally supervised fleet
of boats for hire.

KILWORTH WHARF LEISURE
Kilworth Marina
North Kilworth
Lutterworth
Leicestershire
LE17 6JB
Tel: 01858 880484
Fax: 01858 880484
Boatyard facilities, chandlery and
moorings

LESLIE H GIBSON
2 Church Lane
Uxbridge
Middlesex
UB8 2XD
Tel: 01895 847440
Fax: 01895 847440
Email: lhg_uk@yahoo.co.uk
Mobile fit-out and repair service

LOCH NESS & GREAT GLEN CRUISE
CO
1 Menteith Crescent
Kippen
Stirlingshire
FK8 3EG
Tel: 01786 870669
Fax: 01786 870669
Email: lochness@kippen.sol.co.uk
www.lochness.com
The company operates a hotel boat
‘Spirit of Loch Ness’ taking up to 8
guests on luxury cruises through
Loch Ness and the Great Glen on
the Caledonian Canal. There are six
night classic cruises and six night
golf charters.

LONDON WATERBUS COMPANY
LTD
58 Camden Lock Place
London
NW1 8AF
Tel: 020 7482 2550
Email:
canalcruises@londonwaterbus.fsnet.
co.uk
Formed in 1984 to operate the
Regents canal waterbus, which was
previously operated by British
Waterways. We now use 5 boats to
run a passenger boat service on the
Regents and Grand Union canals in
London.

MAESTERMYN MARINE LTD
Ellesmere Road
Whittington
Oswestry
Shropshire
SY11 4NU
Tel: 01691 661051
Fax: 01691 662424
Email: enquiries@maestermyn.co.uk
www.maestermyn.co.uk
Inland hire boats

MARINE & GENERAL INSURANCE
SERVICES LTD
PO Box 790
Maidstone
Kent
ME14 2HF
Tel: 01622 201106
Fax: 01622 210600
Email: david@dbrett.fsnet.co.uk
The company was re-founded in
2001 by professionals who have
many years marine insurance
experience in both the commercial
and private sector.  The staff offer
specialist and expert knowledge and
a service second-to-non for both
existing and future clients.

MARINE SERVICES
Chirk Marina
Whitehurst
Chirk
Wrexham
Clwyd
LL14 5AD
Tel: 01691 774558
Fax: 01691 772255
Email: chirkmarina@lineone.net
www.chirkmarina.co.uk
Hire boats and moorings.
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MICHAEL CARTER
52 Crab Tree Lane
Ormskirk
Lancashire
L40 ORN
Tel: 07831 184495
Marine surveyors and engine failure
analysis work undertaken for private
and commercial clients.
Recreational craft directive
specialisation.

MIDDLESEX & HERTS BOAT
SERVICES
Winkwell Dock
Winkwell
Bourne End
Hemel Hempstead
Hertfordshire
HP1 2RZ
Tel: 01442 872985
Fax: 01442 863394
Full facility boatyard.

MIDDLEWICH NARROWBOATS
Canal Terrace
Middlewich
Cheshire
CW10 9BD
Tel: 01606 832460
Fax: 01606 737912
Email: info@middlewichboats.co.uk
www.middlewichboats.co.uk
Family run canal hire boat company
founded 1971 as Willow Wren
Kearns Ltd. Fleet of 11 narrowboats,
2-12 berth including some
traditional style craft with replica
historic boatman’s cabins.  All
canalside services including dry
docking and grit blasting. On line
shop selling canal books, maps and
gifts.

MONTGOMERY CANAL CRUISES
NB Alt
Severn Street Wharf
Welshpool
Powys
SY21 7AQ
Tel: 01938 553271
Inland hire craft, day boats and
restaurant.

NAPTON NARROWBOATS
Napton Marina
Stockton
Southam
Warwickshire
CV47 8HX
Tel: 01926 813644
Email: 
enquiries@napton-marina.co.uk
www.napton-marina.co.uk
Founded in 1988 we are now a
leading quality narrowboat hire
company and a manufacturer of
steel canal boats.  Napton Marina
provides Marina moorings with all
associated services. 

NARROWBOAT HOTEL COMPANY
77 Stoke Road
Guildford
Surrey
GU1 4HT
Tel: 07836 600029
Fax: 01277 220139
Email:
billandmarge@hotelboatsuk.com
www.hotelboatsuk.com
Longest running purpose built
hotelboats - Dawn and Dusk. Being
traditional motor and butty with
modern facilities. Family run
business. Carrying 8 guests, 4 crew.
Travelling the Inland Waterways -
March to October. Cruising from
one destination to another.

NEWBURY BOAT COMPANY
Greenham Lock Cottage
London Road
Newbury
Berkshire
RG14 5SN
Tel: 01635 42884
Fax: 01635 42884
Email:
newburyboatco@dial.pipex.com
Moorings on the Kennet and Avon
canal, with dry dock and paint dock.
Boat services, repairs and
maintenance.

O’CONNOR & COMPANY
16 Billing Road
Northampton
Northamptonshire
NN1 5AW
Tel: 01604 630003
Fax: 01604 231556
Email:
enquiries@oconnorinsurances.co.uk
www.oconnorinsurances.co.uk
O’Connor and Company have been
guiding business through the maze
of insurance and risk management
since 1964. With O’Connor and
Company as your guide and advisor
you can help to protect your
company and personal future.  

OWNERSHIPS LTD
39 Westminster Drive
London
N13 4NT
Tel: 020 8888 5555
www.ownerships.co.uk
Moorings, boatyard services.
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OXFORDSHIRE NARROWBOATS LTD
Oxford Lodge
Bletchingdon Road
Kirtainton
Kidlington
Oxfordshire
OX5 3HF
Tel: 01869 351193
Narrowboat hire

OXLEY MARINE
The Wharf
Oxley Moor Road
Wolverhampton
Warwickshire
WV10 6TZ
Tel: 01902 789522
Boatbuilding, maintenance and
repair

READING MARINE COMPANY
Aldermaston Wharf
Padworth
Reading
Berkshire
RG7 4JS
Tel: 0118 9713666
Fax: 01189 714271
Email: readingmarine@aol.co.uk
www.readingmarine.com
Bespoke boatbuilders, chandlery and
narrowboat hire. Yanmar and Beta
Agents. Mastervolt energy shop.
Specialist repairers of Electrolux
Travel Power Units.

ROBIN SMITHETT - WATERWAYS
PHOTOGRAPHY
Hilltop
Aconbury Avenue
Kingsthorne
Hereford
HR2 8AL
Tel: 01981 540334
Fax: 01981 540334
Email: robin@smithett.co.uk
www.smithett.co.uk
Inland waterways photography.
Extensive photo library, publicity
services, graphic design

ROSAMUND CATERING LTD
Tooley’s Boatyard
c/o Cafe Quay
Spiceball Park Road
Banbury, Oxfordshire
OX16 2PQ
Tel: 01295 278690
Fax: 01295 272917
Email: rcltd@freeuk.co.uk
www.rosamundthefair.co.uk
In the autumn of 2002 Rosamund
Catering Ltd successfully won the
bid to operate Tooley’s historic dry
dock at the Banbury Museum
together with Cafe Quay, the
museum cafe. 

ROSE NARROWBOATS LTD
Fosse Way
Stretton under Fosse
Rugby, Warwickshire
CV23 0PU
Tel: 01788 832449
Fax: 01788 832545
Email: 
enquiries@rose-narrowboats.co.uk
www.rose-narrowboats.co.uk
22 quality assured narrowboats for
hire, also a day boat. Chandlery
specialising in electrical and power
solutions for boats (Ampower
services), full boat services. Boat
building by Warwickshire
Narrowboats.

RUSHBROOKE NARROWBOATS
The Forge
Churchill
Chipping Norton
Oxfordshire
OX7 6NJ
Tel: 01608 658731
www.rushbrooke.co.uk
Cruising hotel-boats on UK Inland
Waterways. Long established, owner
operated.

SCOTT MARINE SERVICES
The Workshop
Mill House
Grindley Brook Wharf
Whitchurch
Shropshire
SY13 4QH
Tel: 07702 242100
Email: smscharter@tiscali.co.uk
www.scottmarine.co.uk
Scott Marine has narrowboat
workshops at Grindley Brook on
Llangollen Canal.  Work carried out
at Grindley Brook or by way of
mobile repairs/call out. Operators of
charter hotel boat Willow providing
holiday and training cruises on
English canals. 

SECOND CITY CANAL CRUISES
The Canal Shop
2 Kingston Row
Birmingham
Warwickshire
BA1 2JU
Tel: 0121 236 9811
www.yell.co.uk/sites/second-city-
boats/
Canal cruises.
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SELBY BOAT CENTRE LTD
Bawtry Road
Selby
Yorkshire
YO8 8NB
Tel: 0870 749 0061
Fax: 0870 749 0064
Email: 
enquiries@banks-hire-boats.co.uk
www.banks-hire-boats.co.uk
Quality hire boating holidays on
Yorkshire’s waterways based on
Selby Canal. CORGI registered.
Boatyard services.

SEVERN VALLEY BOAT CENTRE
Boat Shop 
Mart Lane 
Stourport on Severn 
Worcestershire
DY13 9ER 
Tel: 01299 871165
Fax: 01299 827211
Email: sales@severnboat.co.uk
www.severnboat.co.uk
In 1975 we purchased the boat
building company of Heads
Boatyard. We build our own range
of narrowboats and are main
dealers for many leading brands of
sports cruisers, cabin cruisers and
outboard engines.

SHEPLEY BRIDGE MARINA LTD
Huddersfield Road
Mirfield
Yorkshire
WF14 9HR
Tel: 01924 491872
Fax: 01924 491687
www.rochdalecanal.co.uk
Hire fleet. Chandlery. Repairs.
Moorings.

SHERBORNE WHARF LTD
Sherborne Street
Birmingham
West Midlands
B16 8DE
Tel: 0121 455 6163
Fax: 0121 455 6262
Email: email@sherbornewharf.co.uk
www.sherbornewharf.co.uk
Sherborne Wharf offer narrowboats
for corporate and private hire
offering floating venues for any
occasion.  Full mooring facilities also
available in Birmingham City Centre.
Heritage Wharf offer a perfect
country retreat in beautiful
surroundings.

SHIRE CRUISERS
The Wharf
Sowerby Bridge
Yorkshire
HX6 2AG
Tel: 01422 832712
Fax: 01422 839565
Email: n@shirecruisers.co.uk
www.shirecruisers.co.uk
Narrow boat self-drive hire.
Moorings.  Boat repairs.  Corgi
registered.

SHROPPIE FLYBOAT COMPANY LTD
Dunhampstead Wharf
Droitwich
Hereford & Worcester
WR9 7JX
Tel: 01905 773889
Fax: 01905 778672
Family owned and managed
narrowboat hire business based on
Worcester and Birmingham Canal at
Dunhampstead, near Droitwich.
Twelve excellent well designed and
equipped narrowboats from 33ft to
66ft offering from 2 to 9 berths.  

SILEBY MARINE
Highfield Farm
Woodhouse Road
Quorn
Leicestershire
LE12 8AL
Tel: 01509 416647
Moorings

SILEBY MILL BOATYARD
Mill Lane
Sileby
Loughborough
Leicestershire
LE12 7NF
Tel: 01509 813583
Fax: 01509 812834
www.silebymill.co.uk
A family run boatyard on the river
Soar, part of the Grand Union
Canal, offering day boat hire on
traditionally styled purpose built
narrowboats for 2-12 people, and
holiday narrowboats for 2-8 people. 

SILSDEN BOATS (HOLIDAYS) LTD
Canal Wharf
Elliott Street
Silsden 
Keighley
Yorkshire
BD20 0DE
Tel: 01535 653675
Fax: 01535 670101
Email:
barbara@sildenboats.freeserve.co.uk
www.silsdenboats.co.uk
We are a family run hire boat
business on the Leeds-Liverpool
canal. We have 14 boats, including
2 wide beam and all have
permanent berths, central heating,
colour TV.  
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SNAYGILL BOATS LTD
Skipton Road
Bradley
Skipton
Yorkshire
BD20 9HA
Tel: 01756 795150
Fax: 01756 799077
Email: hire@snaygillboats.co.uk
www.snaygillboats.co.uk
Hire fleet and boat yard services on
the Leeds & Liverpool Canal. Full
repair and docking services.
Supervised moorings.

SOUTHERN BOAT SERVICES
6 Church Street
Little Bedwyn
Marlborough
Wiltshire
SN8 3JQ
Tel: 01672 870158
Wharf and moorings.  Surveys.

STOKE BRUERNE BOAT COMPANY
29 Main Road
Shutlanger
Northamptonshire
NN12 7RU
Tel: 01604 862107
Passenger craft on Grand Union
canal. Narrowboat for promotions.
Maintenance boats. Day boat hire
etc.

STONE BOAT BUILDING COMPANY
LTD
Newcastle Road
Stone, Staffordshire
ST15 8JZ
Tel: 01785 812688
Fax: 01785 811317
Email:
sales@stoneboatbuilding.co.uk
www.stoneboatbuilding.co.uk
Marine chandlery specialists; parts
by mail-order. Boatbuilding.

STRATFORD COURT CRUISERS LTD
Choices House
Maybrook Road
Stratford-upon-Avon
Warwickshire
CV37 OBT
Tel: 01789 415671
Fax: 01789 415548
Email:
Evershammarina@hotmail.com
www.cascadas.co.uk
We are a narrowboat timeshare
ownership company.

STROUDWATER CRUISERS
Engine Lane
Stourport On Severn
Hereford & Worcester
DY13 9EP
Tel: 01299 877222
Fax: 01299 824021
Narrowboat builders. Repairs and
refits.  Hire craft

SWAN LINE CRUISERS LTD
Fradley Junction
Alrewas
Burton On Trent
Staffordshire
DE13 7DN
Tel: 01283 790332
Email: info@swanlinecruisers.co.uk
Holiday boats, at the heart of the
canal network.

T & D MURRELL
112 Lincoln Avenue
Twickenham
Middlesex
TW2 6NP
Tel: 020 7681 3966
Fax: 020 7681 3966
Moorings on Grand Union Canal.

T & T NARROWBOAT CO
9 Lyndale Close
Coventry
Warwickshire
CV5 8AE
Tel: 07711 836441
Email: ttboats@vodaphone.net
T & T Narrowboat Company, offer
fully catered Hotelboat holidays,
onboard Tsarina and Tsarevna, a pair
of 70’ traditional narrowboats.
Cruising the canals and rivers of
England and Wales. Short breaks
available.

T W MARINE LTD
The Marina
Station Road
Furness Vale
High Peak
SK23 7QA
Tel: 01663 745757
Fax: 01633 741891
Marine engineers specialising in
inland waterways craft. Engine
installations and all work undertaken

TEDDESLEY BOAT COMPANY
Park Gate Lock
Teddesley Road
Penkridge
Staffordshire
ST19 5RH
Tel: 01785 714692
Fax: 01785 714894
Email: teddesley.boat@eclipse.co.uk
www.narrowboats.co.uk
Hire fleet 2-8 berth traditional and
semi traditional narrowboats for
hire. Tourist Board inspected fleet.
Full boat yard services. Crane on
site. Moorings, painting, steelwork.
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THAMES & CHILTERNS HOLIDAY
CRUISES
Rotherbury House
High Street
Staithes
Cleveland
Durham
TS13 5BQ
Tel: 01947 841656
www.tranquilrose.com
A holiday aboard our floating hotel
Tranquil Rose offers you fully
serviced accommodation, with good
food freshly prepared aboard each
day by our creative and imaginative
cooks. With the added bonus of
cruising the Royal River Thames

THAMES HERITAGE CRUISING LTD
56 Wordsworth Road
Hampton
Middlesex
TW12 1ER
Tel: 07952 964755
Email: thc@s2do.co.uk
www.s2do.co.uk/dt
Hotel barge operator - River Thames
cruises and holidays

THE ASHBY TRIP
Sutton Cheney Wharf
Wharf Lane
Sutton Cheney
Warwickshire
CV13 OAL
Tel: 01455 213838
Fax: 01455 213388
Email: sue@ashbytrip.co.uk
www.ashbytrip.com
Trip restaurant boats, canalside shop

TOP LOCK MARINE
5 Lime Kiln Lane
Marple
Stockport
Cheshire
SK6 6BX
Tel: 0161 427 5712
Email: info@toplockmarine.co.uk
www.toplockmarine.co.uk
Small marina on the Peak Forest
Canal, Cheshire operated by
Malcolm & Alison Allcard offering
moorings and boat handling.
Training centre providing RYA
Helmsman, MCA boatmaster and
bespoke training courses. RYA
approved centre

TOPAZ MARINE SERVICES LTD
Welford Boat Station
Synder Meadow Lane
Welford on Avon
Stratford Upon Avon
Warwickshire
CV37 8PP
Tel: 01789 750878
Fax: 01789 750878
100 Berth inland river marina, with
associated marina services

TORBAY SEAWAYS & STEVEDORES
LTD
Torre Station Yard
Newton Road
Torquay
Devon
TQ2 5DD
Tel: 01803 296570
Fax: 01803 320008
Pleasure boat operator, boat lifter,
storage and marine supplies

UNION WHARF NARROWBOATS
The Canal Basin
Market Harborough
Leicestershire
LE16 7BJ
Tel: 01858 432123
Email: unionwharf@canaltime.com
Inland hire craft

UXBRIDGE BOAT CENTRE
Uxbridge Wharf
Waterloo Road
Uxbridge
Middlesex
UB8 2QX
Tel: 01895 252019
Fax: 01895 811035
Boatyard facilities including
narrowboat lengthening and
replating. Manufacturers and
wholesalers of canalware. Dry dock
etc.

VALLEY CRUISES LTD
Springwood Haven
Mancetter Road
Nuneaton
Warwickshire
CV10 ORZ
Tel: 024 76393333
Fax: 024 76393928
Email: enquiries@valleycruises.co.uk
www.valleycruises.co.uk
Narrowboat hire. Repairs and refits.
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VIKING AFLOAT LTD
Lowesmoor Wharf
Worcester
Hereford & Worcester
WR1 2RS
Tel: 01905 610660
Fax: 01905 616715
Email: info@viking-afloat.com
www.viking-afloat.com
Narrowboat holidays on the inland
waterways of England and Wales.
60 boats from 4 holiday centres.
Narrowboat building for private and
trade. Moorings, standard and
residential.

WARINGS GREEN WHARF
2 Stutte Close
Louth
Lincolnshire
LN11 8YN
Tel: 01507 608576
Moorings for boats on North
Stratford canal near bridge 19.
Services include diesel, calor gas and
pump out facilities, waste disposal,
water and electricity, car parking
and on site security.

WARWICKSHIRE NARROWBOATS
LTD
Stretton Stop
Stretton Under Fosse
Rugby
Warwickshire
CV23 0PU
Tel: 01788 832449
Fax: 01788 832545
www.ampower-services.co.uk
Boatbuilders: narrowboats. Repairs,
refits and all boatyard facilities

WATER TRAVEL LTD
Autherley Marina
Oxley Moor Road
Wolverhampton
West Midlands
WV9 5HW
Tel: 01902 789942
Email: water-travel@canal.org.uk
www.water-travel.co.uk
Hire boats - family cruising holidays.
Based on Shropshire Union Canal.
Circular routes available.

WELTONFIELD NARROWBOATS LTD
Welton Hythe
Daventry
Northamptonshire
NN11 5LG
Tel: 01327 842282
Fax: 01327 843754
Email: enquiries@weltonfield.co.uk
www.weltonfield.co.uk
Weltonfield operate two inland
marinas, with caretakers, 240v
hookup, water, unloading bays.
Staff are able to undertake repairs,
servicing, CORGI gas work, slipping,
painting, boatbuilding. We also run
a quality hire fleet.

WHITE HORSE BOATS
8 Southgate Close
Pans Lane
Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 5AQ
Tel: 01380 728504
Fax: 01380 728504
Email:
enquiries@whitehorseboats.co.uk
www.whitehorseboats.co.uk
Inland hire craft. Trip boat.

WILLOW WREN CRUISING
HOLIDAYS
Rugby Wharf
Consul Road
Rugby
Warwickshire
CV21 1PB
Tel: 01788 569153
Fax: 01788 540540
www.willowwren.co.uk
Narrow boat hire for larger parties
on 10-12 berth boats. Boat handling
training courses. Engine
maintenance courses

WOOD OWL HOTEL NARROWBOAT
Traze-an-Pen
Sithney
Helston
Cornwall
TR13 ORN
Tel: 01326 563554
Fax: 01326 563554
Email: mike&jenny@woodowl.co.uk
www.woodowl.co.uk
Hotelboat operator

WYVERN SHIPPING COMPANY LTD
Rothschild Road
Linslade
Leighton Buzzard
Bedfordshire
LU7 2TF
Tel: 01525 372355
Fax: 01525 852308
Email: james@canalholidays.co.uk
www.canalholidays.co.uk
We operate 30 self drive holiday
narrow boats from 2 to 8 berth.
Our boats are available for three day
weekend or mid-week breaks to
three weeks. Along the Grand
Union Canal one of England’s most
beautiful and exciting waterways.
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Heritage Narrow Boats
Based on the beautiful Macclesfield Canal, situated on the Cheshire and Four Counties Rings

Luxury Holiday Narrowboats Sleeping from 3 to 8 people Day Boats available up to 12 passengers
Luxury Holiday Bungalow sleeps up to 12 people

Boat Yard Services and Moorings Ring 01782 785700 or email heritage@sherbornewharf.co.uk

Web address www.sherbornewharf.co.uk

Sherborne Wharf
Based in the heart of Birmingham having more canals than Venice 

Luxury Boats for corporate entertainment, Silver Service, parties and discos.

Luxury Trip Boats available for trips weekends And all week during the summer

Boat Yard Services and Moorings

Ring 0121 455 6163  or email email@sherbornewharf.co.uk

Web address www.sherbornewharf.co.uk

In Cheshire

In Birmingham
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British Marine Federation (BMF)
Marine House, Thorpe Lea Road, 

Egham, Surrey W20 8BF

Tel: 01784 473377  
Fax: 01784 439678

info@britishmarine.co.uk
www.britishmarine.co.uk
www.boatingadvice.co.uk

Association of Pleasure Craft Operators (APCO)
Parkland House, Audley Avenue, 
Newport, Shropshire TF10 7BX 

Tel: 01952 813572 
Fax: 01952 820363

apco@britishmarine.co.uk
www.britishmarine.co.uk/apco


